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Matthew 6:9-13 Amplified Bible Translation 

 

Pray, therefore, like this: Our Father Who is in heaven, 

hallowed (kept holy) be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven left, 

remitted, and let go of the debts, and have given up 

resentment against) our debtors. 

And lead (bring) us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever. Amen. 
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Pastor’s message continued on page 2… 

Pastor Kimôs Ponderings 

     I think May is one of my 
favorite months of the year: not 
too hot, emerging green and 
thoughts of the coming summer 
months.  

     May is known for two holidays: 
Mother's Day and Memorial Day. 
After searching Google, I found 
that May has many other 
important days. To name just two: 

National Hug Your Cat Day and Frog Jumping Day. May is also 
the month that focuses on: Older Americans Month, Burger Month 
and Golf Month. A number of diseases are highlighted this month, 
as well.  

    However, there are two more days that are especially important 
to Christians. The first is Pentecost Sunday, May 20

th
. It has Old 

Testament importance, but for us, God chose the first Pentecost 
after Jesus Christ's resurrection, to pour out His Holy Spirit on the 
believers gathered in the Upper Room. It is recognized as the 
birthday of the Church.  It is a joyous time to truly celebrate our 
ability to freely gather as believers and worship our resurrected 
Lord. 

     The second important May date is May 3. It is the National Day 
of Prayer. Congress and President Truman created this day in 
1952. The law was later amended and signed into law by 
President Reagan on May 5, 1988, which designated the first 
Thursday of May as a day of national prayer.  

(http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/prayforamerica) 

     I want to encourage us to INTENTIONALLY focus on the 
National Day of Prayer. The church will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m., for you to come to the sanctuary and pray. Of course, you 
may also pray from home. I will have prayer guidelines available in 
the Sanctuary, the office and also on Sunday, April 29, for your 
use.  
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...Ponderings continued from page 2 

Prayer changes things! We have witnessed and experienced 
answered prayer. Let's blanket our families, our churches, our 
communities, our nation...our WORLD with prayer. 2 Chronicles 
7:14 tells us: If my people who are called by my name humble 
themselves, pray, seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal 
their land. Let's claim that promise! God will honor our prayers. I 
can't imagine the great and magnificent wonders, miracles and 
works that might happen! 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Kim 
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Since the elevator (ARP) project has been paid off, $18,000 of the 
ARP fund at Farmers and Merchants Bank has been moved to the 
Edward Jones Ministries Fund and placed in CDs and money 
market accounts.  A little over $2,000 remains in the Farmers ARP 
account.  Money given to ARP (Ministries Fund) will continue to be 
deposited into the Farmers and Merchants account on a weekly 
basis. 

Church Mutual Insurance Company has given us a bid for church 
property and liability.  We currently are evaluating that proposal. 

We purchased a new commercial Sanitaire Vacuum sweeper for 
Brenda to use, based on her recommendation. 

Maxson Service said it would cost $2,450 to replace the 
commercial disposal in the dishwasher sink.  We tabled the issue 
for a while. 

The church roof has been repaired and water-damaged areas of 
the sanctuary will probably be repaired in the near future. 

One of the large boiler system motor and pump went bad and has 
been replaced--over $1,200. 

Congratulations Class of 2018! 

We would like to honor our graduates.  Please 
contact the office with your high school, college 
and graduate school student’s names.  

Recognition Sunday is May 6
th

. 

By Joe Zimmerlee 
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“Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?”   

- Corrie Ten Boom 

United Methodist 

HERITAGE SUNDAY  
May 20 

Observed on the third Sunday of May (to 
correspond with Aldersgate Day, May 24), 
this day calls The United Methodist 
Church to honor its heritage by committing 
itself to the continuing call of God known 
and spread by Charles and John Wesley, 
along with others the early Methodist 
movement reached and with whose 
denominations we are all  joined as The 
United Methodist Church. 

Happy 50th Birthday UMC!  

On April 23, 1968, The United Methodist Church was created 
when Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, representing The Evangelical 
United Brethren Church, and Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke of The 
Methodist Church joined hands at the constituting General 
Conference in Dallas, Texas. 
With the words, "Lord of the Church, we are united in Thee, in Thy 
Church and now in The United Methodist Church," the new 
denomination was given birth by two churches that had 
distinguished histories and influential ministries in various parts of 
the world.  UMC.ORG 
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Manage your offerings 

§ Set up and manage recurring giving.  

§ Make one-time contributions . 

§ View your online giving history. 

Get started today! 

 Visit our church website: 

www.lebanonmethodist.org 

The Lebanon First UMC CONNECTION LINE  
Stay connected to church activities 

& prayer requests! 
Three ways to connect; voice mail, e-mail or text. 

Sign up today!  
For more information, call 618-537-6622 

office@lebanonmethodist.org  

March Giving Summary 

Sunday Offering:  General: $10,788 ARP: $   740 

On-line Giving:   General: $  2,724 ARP: $   200 

 March Total: General: $13,512 ARP: $   940 

 Monthly Budget:  General: $19,500 ARP: $1,687 

Malachi 3:10 

“...Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 
food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, 
“and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and 
pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough 
to store it.”  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/malachi/3-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/malachi/3-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/malachi/3-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/malachi/3-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/malachi/3-10.html
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2018 Flower Calendar 

(Back wall of the Sanctuary) 

There are plenty of dates open in the 
upcoming months! Remember, honor, 
celebrate a loved one or event. Sign up now 
to donate flowers for Sunday Worship in 
2018. The cost is $30 per arrangement.  

We wish you would join us (about 15 of us) at Senior Stretch.  We 
meet at 12 noon at the church for some easy exercise with Scott 
Neill, some spiritual stretch with Pastor Kim, a light lunch, and a 
program.  Our programs are varied and interesting, maybe some 
needed mental stretching?  On May 10

th
, we will learn and 

experience Tai Chi with Nicholus Alsut.  On May 24
th
, we will 

welcome Len Adams, who will entertain as well as educate us 
about Lebanon’s history.      

By Janet Eckert 

Thursday, May 10 & 24, Noon  

Fellowship Hall 

A light lunch is served.  
All are welcome!  

Invite your friends and neighbors! 

The neglect of prayer is a grand hindrance to holiness. 

- John Wesley  

http://www.azquotes.com/quote/1307170
http://www.azquotes.com/author/15507-John_Wesley
http://www.azquotes.com/author/15507-John_Wesley
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YOUNG AT 
HEART 

“When we all get to heaven, what a glorious sight that will be! 
When we all see Jesus, bifocal, trifocal, and contact lens free!”  

By Stephen Davis 

 

Seniors are always ready for a laugh; they have a terrific sense of 
humor. If negative thoughts do seep in, you can change your way 
of thinking, and be a lot happier if you follow these tips (as 
presented by Susan L. Wiener in ‘Mature Years’): 

1. Don’t always think of what if…? Thinking negative thoughts 
drains you from thinking positively. 

2. Don’t brood about things you cannot change. 

3. Think of each new day as a gift from God, and make the 
most of it. Be thankful. 

4. Helping others is a great way to be happy. Volunteering is a 
wonderful outlet. 

Try these tips, Young at Hearters, and you’ll see a joyous 
difference in your life. 

Young at Heart will meet Wednesday, May 9
th
, at 10 am in the 

Fellowship Hall. Hostesses will be Ann Zimmerlee and Dee 
Hermanson. 

Pentecost Sunday 

May 20
th
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Lunch Bunch has been a pleasant group to get together for a 
number of years.  We are now going to take a recess and take 
even more advantage of Young at Heart and  Sr. Stretch.  It's 
nice to have these senior activities, and please take the 
opportunity to enjoy them in your church home.   

Thanks to all who have taken part. Mary Renfro started Lunch 
Bunch quite a few years ago. 

By: Ann Zimmerlee 

Lunch Bunch 

Romans 8:26  

And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we 
don't know what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit 
prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. 

Sunday School is For 
Everyone! 

Every Sunday morning, 11 am 

À Children (Education Wing, Upstairs), Peg Gerdes. 

À Sojourners Room #101 (Downstairs near Fellowship Hall), 
Mike Bennett. 

À Disciples Parlor (Next to Sanctuary), Kay Korte. 

À Wired Word Room #203 (Education Wing, Upstairs), Jeff 
Thornton. 

À Wired Word @ El Rey Sol, 7 pm, Jeff Thornton.  
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Holy Folders 

Thursday, May 24 
9:30 am  

Fellowship Hall 

Kingôs Closet Sale Day  

Friday, May 4, 10 am to 2 pm 

507 W. St. Louis 

May 3
rd

 National Day of Prayer Vigil 

May 6
th

 Graduate Recognition Sunday 

May 10
th

 and 24
th
 Senior Stretch 

May 13
th

 Mother’s Day 

May 20
th

 Pentecost Sunday. Happy Birthday, Church! 

May 28
th

 Memorial Day 

June 7
th

-9
th

 Annual Conference 

June 18
th - 

22
nd

 Lebanon Community VBS  

June 25
th

 UMW Summer Celebration 
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"Shipwrecked - Rescued by Jesus" 

     In less than two months, the children of the community will be 
meeting together to praise God and learn His Word, His promises 
and His love. The theme for the June 18-22 Vacation Bible 
School is "Shipwrecked-Rescued by Jesus." Greater Mount 
Olive Baptist Church will host the event from 9 am to 12 pm.   

     The local churches involved in VBS are: St. Paul's United 
Church of Christ, St. Joseph's Catholic Church, Greater Mount 
Olive Baptist Church, Fresh Start Community Church of God and 
Lebanon First UMC. 

     You can help! We will need: supplies for crafts; snacks for one 
morning of the week; volunteers to guide the children from one 
location to another; leaders in specific locations. (More information 
will be available soon in all these areas.) 

     The leadership covets your prayers as plans are made. Please 
help spread the word in your family and neighborhood. 

      Kay Korte and Kim Vunesky, UMC reps. 

Lebanon Community VBS  

June 18-22, 9 am—Noon 

Greater Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church 
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Out to Lunch... 

 

ñNo guns, knives, drugs, pepper spray, fighting or tasers allowed,ò 
was posted on a sign outside the bulletproof cage to sign into 
Biddle House in St. Louis.  I grabbed my purse tighter.  I was at 
Biddle House to serve lunch to the homeless with a couple of 
coworkers. Biddle House serves 3 meals a day, 365 days a year 
to the homeless in St. Louis.  Some of the people we served 
looked like people on TV on the show Locked Up or Live PD.  
Others were young in their 20s, someone’s kid. There was a 
homeless lady with a tiny Chihuahua hidden in her coat.  The lady 
was asked, “Would you like some food for your dog?”  The lady 
replied “Oh no, he has food, he eats even if I don’t.”  I had 
promised myself not to judge, but I did.  At one point I wanted to 
yell, “What got you to this point?”  I thought, “Jesus does not ask 
us the same question, He knows.”  We helped prepare and serve 
the lunch. Those beautiful souls that work there asked us if we 
wanted to eat we were welcome.  One of my companions chimed, 
“Oh no, we are going out for lunch!”  So, the lunch we just served 
was not good enough for us?  As we drove downtown, one of the 
people we had just served lunch to was on the street begging. 
One of my companions exclaimed, “We just fed you. Why are you 
begging?”  Jesus should ask us the same question, but He 
doesn’t.  I blurted, “Make sure the car doors are locked!”  Jesus’ 
door is always open, all are invited. The three of us went out to 
lunch on the corporate credit card. We went to a fancy restaurant 
where it was hard to cypher what was on the menu. Literally 
Range Rovers, Lexus and Mercedes were parked outside.  We 
were dressed in jeans and t-shirts because we were dressed to 
feed the homeless.  I bet some of the other patrons at the 
restaurant were asking themselves, “Who let them in?” And 
“Watch your purse!”   I thought no matter where we go out to 
lunch, we are all in need of a Savior.   

By A Church Observer 
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Annual Conference Collection 

This year’s Annual Conference collection is for the Midwest 
Mission Distribution Center Tornado Tubs. We will be collecting 
items every Sunday in May. Pastor Kim will take them with her to 
the conference (June 7-9). 

Annual Conference Collection 

For the Midwest Mission Distribution Center Tornado Tubs 

May 6 2 pairs work gloves 2 boxes of gallon size 
plastic bags 

May 13 2 permanent markers 1 roll duct tape 
(colored) 

May 20 2 dust masks (not 
surgical) 

24 heavy duty trash 
bags (33-45 gallon 
rolled) 

May 27 24 clear trash bags (20-
33 gallon) 

1 canister disinfectant 
wipes 

Cash donations will be used for purchase of totes. Indicate 
“Tornado Tote” with your gift. 

May/June 2018 edition of the 
Upper Room is available! 
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LOVE PACKAGES 

     Let's do a mission trip! No, I'm not talking the need for a 
passport, vacation time or working in the burning sun. I am talking 
about a ministry an hour away called LOVE PACKAGES. 

     From their webpage (www.lovepackages.org): Love 
Packages… ñis a ministry aimed at putting Christian literature and 
bibles into the hands of people around the world. Christians all 
across the USA - people just like you - send us bibles, Sunday 
School materials, books, etc. We send them to ministries in many 
poor countries to distribute freely to people hungry for the Word of 
Godé. Our Mission: Love Packages exists to glorify God through 
the distribution of the Word of God to hungry hearts throughout 
the world. That His Name would be made famous and that He 
would receive the reward for His suffering. He alone is worthy.ò  
     “Since the beginning of Love Packages in 1975, we have been 
able to send over 15,000 tons of literature. We have seen 
thousands of people saved, healed, and delivered as a result of 
this mission. Pastors and Sunday school teachers for the first time 
have materials to study and teach from.” 

     Lebanon First is getting ready to send or deliver some Upper 
Rooms to Love Packages. Other materials needed are: new or 
used Bibles, reference books and commentaries, dictionaries, 
Bible dictionaries, concordances, Christian books or paperbacks 
for adults or children, Christian magazines and daily devotionals 
(dates don't matter). Also, Love Packages will welcome Bible 
games or puzzles, and nativity sets (anything that presents the 
Gospel to children). Lastly, the ministry needs Christian CDs, 
DVDs and Blue Rays. (No VHS, cassettes, records or 8-track 
tapes.) 

Love packages continued on page 17... 

http://www.lovepackages.org
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By: Dr. Richard Thompson 

What Will We Sing? 

What shall we sing to Christian folk, 

We members of the choir? 

How shall we frame a message clear, 

Which may such folk inspire? 

Tired from the efforts of the week,  

They still have come to hear 

A message in the House of God-- 

Simple, direct, sincere. 

We cannot take the preacher's place, 

No sermon can we raise; 

But we can sing with heart and voice 

Our loving Savior's praise. 

So we shall let our voices ring, 

Throughout our chosen church, 

For people who are seeking God,  

To help them in their search.  

***Submitted by Maggie Bergmark 

Published many years ago in the Circuit Rider.  
Then resubmitted in the 1970s.   

     If you would like to be hands-on, Love Packages is located in 
Butler, IL, about 55 miles north of Lebanon. There are 
opportunities for typing letters, stuffing envelopes, sorting/packing 
literature and computer work. If you need to "get physical," there is 
a need for painting, repairs, landscaping, cleaning and gardening.  

     If we have 10 volunteers, we can reserve a Saturday spot. 
Love Packages is also open Monday through Friday. Please let 
me know if you're interested, or if you have items to donate. 

Pastor Kim 

A Tribute to Our Choir 

…Love packages continued from page 16 
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Food Pantry May Collection 

May 6 Hearty Soups  Crackers 

May 13 Cereal  

May 20 Snack size fruit cups/puddings 

May 27 Paper towels  Toilet paper 

Thank you to everyone support the Lebanon First Community Egg 
Hunt.  At least 50 children attended and probably twice as many 
adults.  Pastor Kim presented a brief Easter message; Cheryl blew 
the whistle and the kids were off hunting.  The Easter Bunny also 
showed up for the occasion. We could not have these events 
without your love, prayers, guidance, contributions, and old-
fashioned hard work! 

Team GSS 

Thank You from Lebanon Matthew Ministries 

Thank you to all individuals, businesses and organizations who 
donated items, provided drop off locations, or helped at 
the Lebanon Matthew Ministries (LMM) donation drive on Satur-
day at the Lebanon City Hall parking lot.    

A 19’ truck, two 12’ trailers and several pickups were filled with 
over 15,000 pounds of goods.  Not only did this donation drive 
provide a location wherein donors could dispose of unwanted 
goods, LMM will net just over $2,400 for the Community Care Co-
alition and Food Pantry.   

To everyone who donated or helped in any way – THANK YOU – 
your generosity will be felt by the residents of Summerfield and 
Lebanon who are helped by our mission. 

Amy Suydam 
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The Circuit Rider is a monthly publication 
of Lebanon First UMC, Lebanon, IL 

Reverend Kim Hagedorn  

Content:  Those who pray to God for guidance. 
Production & Information Manager:     Allyn Wiechert  
Content  and Story Coordinator:          Kim Vunesky 
Assembly:                                            Holy Folders  
Proofs and Consultation:                     Kay Korte 

 
For more information, call 618-537-6622 

office@lebanonmethodist.org  
www.lebanonmethodist.org 

www.facebook.com/LebanonFirstUMC 

Circuit Rider June/July Edition 

All articles are due May 15!  
Email to Kim Vunesky: 

kimvunesky@gmail.com. 

The Circuit Rider will be taking a break in July.  The June issue of 
the Circuit Rider will be a combined June and July issue.  
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See you Sunday! 
9:30 am Worship 

10:30 am Fellowship 
11:00 am Sunday School 

 


