
 

 

The Circuit Rider 

Volume 32, Number 7                                                                AUGUST 2017 
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John 1:1-5  Amplified Bible (AMP) 

In the beginning [before all time] was the Word (Christ), and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God Himself. He was 
[continually existing] in the beginning [co-eternally] with God. All 
things were made and came into existence through Him; and 
without Him not even one thing was made that has come into 
being. In Him was life [and the power to bestow life], and the life 
was the Light of men. The Light shines on in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not understand it or overpower it or appropriate 
it or absorb it [and is unreceptive to it]. 

*And this is the sum of the message which we have heard of him 
The Son of God. That God is light - The light of wisdom, love, 
holiness, glory. What light is to the natural eye, that God is to the 
spiritual eye. And in Him is no darkness at all - No contrary 
principle. He is pure, unmixed light.   

From John Wesleyôs Commentary Notes 
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Ponderings continued on page 3é  

Whew! As I write this we find ourselves smack dab in 
the middle of summer. For some of us, the warmth of the sun 
comforts us; for others of us, it feels stifling. It has been predicted 
that the heat index for this weekend will be 110

ᵒ
-115

ᵒ
! (Feels like I 

am back in Houston!) ñThe grass withers, the flowers fadeéò oh 
wait, that isnôt a scripture related to summer, is it? However, the 
heat hasnôt slowed us down here at Lebanon First as we have 
been busy all summer, and fall is not going to be any different! 

We have some exciting plans in the works – some of them are still 
in the very ñbasicò planning phase, but we will be ramping them up 
very shortly. Let me share the ideas with you; as well as invite you 
to volunteer wherever you feel the Lord leading 
you. 

1. A second worship service is being worked on 
here at Lebanon First UMC. Now, donôt fret! 
This service will have kind of a two-fold aim. 
First, it will be focused on those who cannot 
make Sunday worship. Also the format will be 
much more relaxed – in fact it will probably be in the Fellowship 
Hall.  It is hard for us who have been brought up in church to 
imagine, but there are people out there who have never been in 
traditional worship. Who donôt understand the óchurch-eseô that is 
spoken. (What ñEbenezerò am I raising, and what is an ñEbenezerò 
anyway???) The second focus will be centered around music, 
which will be contemporary – guitar/keyboard, perhaps some 
drums. (Anybody out there play drums?) Again, we are looking to 
offer a worship experience that is different than our Sunday 
Morning Worship. 

2. We are going to look at having a service at The Cedars of 
Lebanon Apartments. This will probably be a once a month event. 
We have several residents of the apartments who attend church 
here. They have shared with us that there are others who are 
unable to come who would like a service. Offering We will sing a 
couple of hymns, have a short devotional and offer Communion. 
Also, once the Communion Elements have been consecrated, 
others can serve them. I am willing to help train you to offer 
Communion! 

Pastor Kimôs Ponderings 
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3. You are aware that finances for a church can be a concern, 
especially in todayôs world. We have had a couple of rough 
months, but we have made it through! Your tithes and offerings are 
greatly appreciated and I can say we are current on 
apportionments as of this newsletter. ñPraise the Lord!ò We are 
exploring new fundraising ideas, which in turn will provide us with 
money for additional ministries! In light of this, the Finance 
Committee and Church Council have approved having a couple of 
fund-raisers. We are planning a spring and a fall dinner! Currently 
we are wanting to serve something different from our community 
churches, so we will not be competing with their functions. These 
events will require participation of everyone. That doesnôt mean 
you have to stand in the kitchen and cook! There will be lots of 
ways to help – rolling silverware in napkins, collecting money at 
the door, perhaps there will be things you can do at homeé who 
knows!  We do need someone, or a ñcouple-three some onesò to 
help coordinate these events. There will be committees formed so 
that no one person is doing all the work. After all, we are 
METHODISTS – we have to have committees.   

In closing, let me say that the grass may wither, and the flowers 
may fade, but the Word of our Lord lasts forever! I believe that 
Lebanon First United Methodist is a beautiful flower in the garden 
of this community where Godôs Word is in full bloomé in ALL 
seasons!     

I just want to thank everyone again for your friendship, love and 
support this past year, and to say I am excited and looking forward 
to what the Lord has in store for us 
as we continue onward.  

Blessings -  Pastor Kim  

Ponderings continued from page 2é 
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Manage your offerings 
§ Set up and manage recurring giving.  

§ Make one-time contributions . 

§ View your online giving history. 

Get started today! 
 Visit our church website: 

www.lebanonmethodist.org 

May Giving Summary: 

 May Sunday Offering:  General: $  8,230 ARP: $   800 

 May On-Line Offering: General: $  2,779 ARP: $   260 

   May Totals: General: $11,009 ARP: $1,060 

June Giving Summary: 

 June Sunday Offering:  General: $14,980 ARP: $   795 

 June On-Line Giving: General: $  2,764 ARP: $   300 

   June Totals: General: $17,744 ARP: $1,095 

 Monthly Budget:  General: $19,500 ARP: $1,687 

May/June Attendance: 

May Sunday Average:  Worship: 65 Adult Sun. School: 17 

June Sunday Average: Worship: 65 Adult Sun. School: 15 

Need a quarterly giving statements for taxes?  
Contact Margaret Pearson (Financial Secretary) 
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August Trustees' Report 

By: Joe Zimmerlee 

 

-- Replacement of carpet on the posts in Fellowship 
Hall has been completed --$200 

-- Nine basement windows in the old church have been scraped, 
caulked and painted -- $80 

-- We are still awaiting CMR to check out our slate roof.  We are 
not aware of any leaks at this time. 

-- The church van has had its 6-month state inspection for safety -- 
$33 

-- A leak in a copper water line from the boiler has been repaired -- 
$500 

-- Check out the Legacy Garden on the west side of Fellowship 
Hall.  Thank you Kim and Bruce. 

-- We are planning some repairs on the front and back porches of 
the King's Closet. 

Flower Calendar  

(Back wall of the Sanctuary) 

Order flowers to recognize birthdays, 
anniversaries, loved ones and 
special occasions. Please sign up or 
order flowers no later than Monday 
for the following Sunday. The cost is 
$30 per arrangement that will be 
delivered to the church by Steven 
Mueller Florist of OôFallon. 
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Grateful? 

By Mike Bennett 

 

How thankful are you? Have you ever been asked that question? 
Probably not since you were a child and your parents worded it 
something like this, ñThat didnôt sound like you meant it, now say 
óthank youô again like you mean it!ò Jesus wants us to be thankful 
for everything He has blessed us with. He wants us to show how 
thankful we are by doing something for others—kind of like the 
idea of ñpay it forwardò which shows we are grateful for something 
that was done for us. But we donôt have to wait for that great thing 
God is going to do for us because He gave His only Son who died 
on the cross for our sins so we could be forgiven and go to heaven 
to be with Him forever. With that in mind here are a few 
opportunities to show how much you appreciate what God has 
done for you in the next five months. You could volunteer: 

To help with the new worship service. 

To help with Godôs Super Saturdays. 

To help Pastor Kim do a service at the senior apartments. 

To help with the backpack program. 

To help coordinate the Bread Booth at the Fall Festival. 

To go with or take people to doctor visits. 

To work with the ñprayer boxò program (ask Pastor Kim). 

To work with Haven. 

To work with the Angel Tree program. 

To work with the technical team to work on ñlive streaming.ò 

To be on the Lebanon Mathew 25:40 Ministries Board.  

These are a few suggestions. There are others as well. God is 
good and we need to be grateful and show others our 
gratefulness. These areas offer a wonderful way to show our 
Christian love to others through our actions of doing for others. 
Please consider stepping up and into one of these action areas! 
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Our first Godôs Super Saturday (GSS) childrenôs event is 
scheduled for Saturday September 9

th
, 1-3 pm, in Fellowship 

Hall.  The event will be fun and God-centered. A Bible message, 
games, contemporary Christian and childrenôs music, a snack, 
crafts and a guest speaker from the community will be presented. 
There will be no denominational teaching. 

The program will host children ages 1
st
-5
th
 grades from Lebanon 

and Summerfield. If you know of a child that you believe would 
enjoy GSS, we can mail them an invitation. Please contact the 
church office with the childôs name and address. Invitations will be 
mailed mid-August.  

We are blessed to have many people in our church who have 
volunteered. Most members of the GSS team will perform and 
function in several roles. Some will lead segments such as crafts, 
music, and Bible stories. Others will mentor by attending the event 
to interact, listen and engage the children. I believe these 
mentorships are key and of utmost importance. Volunteers are 
imparting their years of experience with consultation and 
advisement. Below is a list of those who have said they have a 
heart for children. They want to be a part of something that could 
directly service children and families of the community. 

Casey Andrew Maggie Bergmark Amy Blasdel 
Cheryl Brewer Leah Corbitt Jamie Dare-Ryckman 
Lynn Gale Peg Gerdes Pastor Hagedorn 
Kay Korte Shirley Malone  Conrad Steinhoff 
Kim Vunesky  

If you would like to get involved please let us know. Our hopes are 
that GSS will be something that is periodic and flexible to the 
family schedules and will evolve over time. 

Please pray for us to follow Godôs leading in all ministry 
and especially ministry to children. 

Proverbs 16:3 is our guiding scripture. ñRoll your works upon the 
Lord [commit and trust them wholly to Him; He will cause your 
thoughts to become agreeable to His will, and] so shall your plans 
be established and succeed.ò (AMPC) 

By Kim Vunesky 

Godôs Super Saturdays 
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Young at Heart 

 

 

ñLet the words of my mouthé Be acceptable in Thy sight, O 
Lord.ò (Psalm 19:14) 

The last 3-4 months, Young at Heart members have been 
discussing the importance of the Words we use to communicate 
with others and also how they affect our lives. In our July meeting 
several people shared their choice of words for the ñWord of the 
Month.ò Here is a list of their words which emphasizes positive 
thinking and Christ-like living: 

 

Our words are a result of our thoughts. The apostle Paul wrote in 
his letter to the Philippians: ñWhatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirableé 
think about such things.ò 

 

Wednesday, August 9
th
, 10:00 am will be our next gathering. 

Since August is typically a vacation month, we will be listening 
and singing fun songs, songs that have humorous words, songs 
that we sang ñat camp.ò Emphasis will be put on smiles and 
laughing and enjoying ourselves. The hostesses will be Casey 
Andrew and Ann Zimmerlee. 

 

ñA joyful heart is good medicine.ò (Proverbs 17:22) 



 

 

1st Activity, August 3, Noon  

Fellowship Hall  

Community event for all Lebanon seniors.  
All are welcome! 

SHUT-INS 

Written by: Gertrude R. Dugan 

Submitted by Margaret Bergmark 
 

If the ñshut-insò all united in one voice of common prayer, what a 
ceaseless shower of blessing would be falling everywhere. 

Though so weak, and oft times helpless, they can wield a mighty 
power, lifting up their soulôs petitions to the Saviour, hour by hour. 

They can importune the Father from the ñSecret Placeò and then 
in the quiet and the stillness they can hear Him speak to them. 

Never soldier in fierce conflict could a high 
honor bring than the ñshut-inò whoôs 
performing ñSecret Serviceò for the King. 
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ñUnless God has raised you up for this very thing, you will be 
worn out by the opposition of men and devils. But if God be for 
you, who can be against you? Are all of them together stronger 
than God? O be not weary of well doing!ò       ˈ John Wesley  

Summer Bible Study 
Moses:  

In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet 

Mondays, July 17 - Aug. 21  

1 pm, in Room 101.  

LUNCH BUNCH 

The Lunch Bunch will be taking one more month's break in 
August before getting together again on September 6.  They will  
meet at the Foundry Restaurant at 11:30 a.m.  

 Please let Ann Zimmerlee, 537-2755, know if you're planning to 
attend. 

Kingôs Closet Sale Day  

Friday, August 4 
10 am to 2 pm 
507 W St. Louis 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/151350.John_Wesley


 

 

 

 

 

Ladies: 

Look forward to the first meeting of the fall season Monday,  
Sept. 25 at 1:00 p.m. 

Ann Zimmerlee will have the program.   
Jane Novey and  Betty Carter will bring 
refreshments. 

Wow, the summer is half over. 

By Casey Andrew 

Bring a dish to 
share. 

All Ages, RSVP!  

Saturday,  
October 14 

 

5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Contact Helen Renfro 
for more info.  

13 
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"The Body of Christ in Action" 

Do you remember Paul's words in Romans 12 that we are the 
Body of Christ, having different gifts given to us by God? Vacation 
Bible School is a perfect example of these cherished words.  

There were five different denominations working together to bring 
the Word of God to Lebanon children. We had sixty different 
people in our community doing a little or a lot to achieve this goal.  

Thank you, to our specific church family, who contributed by 
praying, serving, baking, teaching, guiding, driving, caring for a 
pre-schooler, taking pictures/video, setting up, taking down, giving 
money, donating drinks, checking the A/C, creating signs and 
posters, e-mailing, registering, cleaning, etc.  

It was a true blessing to serve, 

Casey Andrew, Kay Korte, & Kim Vunesky,  

VBS Wrap-up 

Pastors & Church Reps.  =   5 

Daily Average Children    = 35 

Daily Adult Volunteers     = 22 (60 Total)  

Youth Volunteers             = 13 

Heifer Project, International Offering: 

 Total = $340 enough to pay for:  

One Pig = $120 
Two Fowl (hen, duck or goose) = $40 ($20 ea.) 
Three Rabbits = $180 ($60 ea.) 
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VBS 2017 MEMORIES 

Pastor Kim taking pie in face after the boys won the most money 
collected for the Heifer Project.  Thank you! 

Photos by Jim Ferrall 

ñThe children are the factory.ò 

Sy Korte tells the Bible story. 

Fun games with Scott Neill. 
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LEGACY GARDEN UPDATE 

     The legacy garden is alive and well. Multiple hostas were 
transplanted to the front bed of the church. These hostas were 
planted many years ago by Mrs. Virgin when there were shade 
trees on the west side of the Fellowship Hall.  Janet Eckert 
donated hostas from her family garden. She was also instrumental 
to the church by obtaining a myriad of plants from the Lebanon 
Garden Club at a greatly reduced price.  

    The 4 hybrid tea roses that were starved for sunlight in the front 
bed of the church were moved early this spring to the ñwest sideò 
legacy garden. After being fed and introduced to full sun, they are 
now thriving and blooming. The west side garden is now in full sun 
since the trees have been cut down. In fact, if you are out there 
from 3pm-6pm, you will understand why we refer to it as ñthe easy 
bake oven.ò  We have improved the soil with various garden soil 
amendments. Four small gardens have been established on the 

west side, taking into account the 
drainage system. Two knock out roses in 
one small bed with vincas and perennials 
from the garden store and Lebanon 
Garden Club.  What once looked like 
weeds is now a spectacular wild flower 
garden! The third bed houses the 4 
hybrid tea roses and a huge sedum 
autumn joy.  The fourth bed runs along 
the wall of west side of Fellowship Hall. 

This one is the childrenôs garden because we planted sensory type 
plants like mint and spearmint, tomatoes and lavender. A bird bath 
has also been added.   

   We have acquired saplings of hawthorn, dogwood, and redbud 
trees from Mary Metzger-Harris that she received from the 
National Arbor Day Foundation. The trees are no bigger around 
than half the width of a pencil and around 4-6 inches tall. The 4 
surviving trees are fully leafed out. Someday when all of us have 
gone to be with the Lord others will enjoy the shade from these 
once tiny twigs. We will transplant the trees in various church 
locations in a year or two. 

   We hope the garden will continue to grow and be continuously 
improved. If you have plant starts or garden-related items to 
donate we will welcome them.  Cost to the church $0.   

By Bruce Vunesky 
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Making Room for God 

ñEarly in the morningé Jesus rose and went 
to a deserted place where he could be alone 

in prayer.ò Mark 1:35 CEB 

The Upper Room helps people make room for 
God in their lives each day through daily 
devotion and prayer. It helps create space for 
everyone to hear Godôs voice and feel Godôs 
care. A few minutes each day devoted to 
remembering Godôs love for us can alter the 
course of our lives.  

Stephen D. Bryant The Upper Room 

Pay for Pews! 

Collection total was $187.90!  
Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you to all who helped with the  
ñGive the World Back to Godò float for the 
Firemenôs Parade, July 8. Godôs abundant 
blessings on Kathy Clayton, who 
spearheaded this yearôs float. 
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"Holy Spirit" 

There's nothing worth more 
That could ever come close 
No thing can compare 
You're our living hope 
Your presence, Lord 
I've tasted and seen 
Of the sweetest of loves 

Where my heart becomes free 
And my shame is undone 
Your presence, Lord 

 
[Chorus:] 

Holy Spirit, You are welcome here 
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere 
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for 
To be overcome by Your presence, Lord 

Your presence, Lord 
 

There's nothing worth more 
That could ever come close 
No thing can compare 
You're our living hope 
Your presence, Lord 
I've tasted and seen 
Of the sweetest of loves 

Where my heart becomes free 
And my shame is undone 
Your presence, Lord 
[Chorus] [x4:] 

 
Let us become more aware of Your presence 
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness 

[Chorus]  

Written and recorded by Francesca Battistelli   

2016 Grammy Award winner for Best Contemporary 

Christian Music Performance/Song.   

To listen to this amazingly powerful song google 

HOLY SPIRIT FRANCESCA BATTISTELLI 



 

 

The Circuit Rider is a monthly publication 
of Lebanon First UMC, Lebanon, IL 

Reverend Kim Hagedorn  
 

Content: Those who seek to serve Lebanon and the world for 
Jesus Christ    
Production & Information Manager:     Allyn Wiechert  
Content and Story Coordinator:           Kim Vunesky 
Assembly:                                            Holy Folders  
Proofs and Consultation:                     Kay Korte 
 

For more information, call 618-537-6622 

office@lebanonmethodist.org  
www.lebanonmethodist.org 

www.facebook.com/LebanonFirstUMC 

The Lebanon First UMC CONNECTION LINE  
Stay connected to church activities 

& prayer requests! 
Three ways to connect; voice mail, e-mail or text. 

Sign up today!  
For more information, call 618-537-6622 
office@lebanonmethodist.org  

19 

Circuit Rider September Edition  
due Tuesday, August 15. 

All articles are due email to Kim Vunesky: 
kimvunesky@gmail.com 
 or bring to the church office. 
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See you in church! 
Worship 9:30 am! 


