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A Time for Everything
“There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens:
a time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot,
a time to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from
embracing,
a time to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw away,
a time to tear and a time to mend,
a time to be silent and a time to speak,
a time to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time for peace…”
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (NIV)
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I have been thinking about “hope” a lot lately. If you are like me,
these last two-plus years have stressed out my hope quotient! It
has been hard; and even though the pandemic seems to be
waning, the stressors of life continue. Rising prices, economic
uncertainty, shrinking investment portfolios. And let’s not forget
shortly there will be a greater increase in political ads as we are
in the season of mid-term elections, and these commercials
have a way of dashing any hope I have in humanity Even within
the United Methodist Church there are issues causing my hope
to be crushed as I see the upheaval of a split looming in the
future. With all this, I will be honest, I am having a hard time
holding on to hope.
My saving grace (in more than one way!) is that I am a Christian
– a believer. One of my favorite verses is Jer. 29:11 - “'For I
know the plans I have for you,' declares the Lord, 'plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.'” (Jeremiah 29:11, NIV). But, when things get rough
though, sometimes I ask, “What about that promise, God? Have
you looked down and seen all that is going on? It is crazy down
here!”
Then I remember… struggles are a part of life and scripture
doesn’t ignore that truth. Just because I believe in God doesn’t
mean I won’t struggle. Being a Christian doesn’t spare me from
trials or struggles. Scripture tells us not to be surprised or
ashamed when we face trials.
Everyone struggles. Here’s what scripture has to say about life
struggles:
Peter – “The Rock” wrote: “Beloved, do not be surprised
at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar
as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and
be glad when his glory is revealed… Yet if anyone suffers as
a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in
that name.” I Peter 4:12-13, 16 (ESV)
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Pastor’s message continued on page 3…

...Pastor’s message from page 2
Paul wrote: “We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the
body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be
manifested in our bodies” (2 Corinthians 4:8-10, ESV).
Even Jesus struggled. Three times in Matt. 26: 39-44,
he prayed: …he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My
Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I
will, but as you will…. He went away a second time and
prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken
away unless I drink it, may your will be done…. So he left them
and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the
same thing.
These verses give me comfort because I know I am not alone. I
also know that there is no problem that lasts forever. My struggles
and pain will end, but eternal things like faith, hope, and love will
endure. I like what Martin Luther King Jr. said, “We must accept
finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.” Scripture also
reassures me… “For this light momentary affliction is preparing for
us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look
not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen.
For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are
unseen are eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:17-18).
So… as a Christian, I don’t have to live like those who wonder if
everything will be okay. I don’t need to tie myself up in knots
with worry about tomorrow, because Jesus gave me a promise,
a promise of hope. I – we - have one—and only one— hope. It’s
a huge hope, and it changes everything. It’s the truth that Jesus
Christ rose from the dead, and we will too. We are people of
the resurrection. Rooted, built up, and established in Christ—
this is our identity.

Pastor’s message continued on page 4…
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...Pastor’s message from page 3
When we receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit and share them with
others, our fear turns to hope. We live out the promise of God’s
Kingdom and discover an abundant life, as God has designed
from the beginning.
We are people of hope. We have one—and only one— hope.
I hope… no… I pray… you hold on to this hope as well!
In hope, through Christ…
Pastor Kim

“GOD’S ‘HOW’ IS OUR ‘WHY’”
For the next 5 weeks we are going to engage in passages from
both Matthew’s Gospel and Paul’s Letter to the Romans - kind of
a tango between them. We will move between some of the more
startling stories of Jesus’ earthly ministry and Paul’s attempt to put
a frame of possibility and understanding around the story of Jesus.
Sometimes guided by Matthew’s storytelling, other times led by
the beautifully weighty prose of the Epistle to the Romans, we will
dive down into core of our lived-out faith:
How do we live into these miraculous moments in Jesus’ life in our
world today?
Are we called to be miracle workers too? Or is there something
else going on here?
WHAT IF we’re asking the wrong question about the statements
and actions of Jesus?
What if it isn’t supposed to be a “how,” but a “why?” What if it’s not
a behavior to emulate, but a motivation to live as followers of
Jesus?
That is why the long title for our series is “God’s How Is Our Why.”
If I were to put it more simply, I might say, “Because God!”
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SERMON SERIES:
God’s How is Our Why
September 4, 2022:
You Give Them Something

Matthew 14:13-21, Romans 9:1-5

September 11, 2022
The Word is Near You Matthew 14:22-33, Romans 10:5-15
September 18, 2022
To the Lost Sheep Matthew 15: 21-28, Romans 11:1-2a & 2932
September 25, 2022
Who Do You Say?
October 2, 2022

Matthew 16:13-20, Romans 12: 1-8,

Holding Fast Matthew 16:21-28, Romans 12: 9-21

The VERY BARE Basics of Stewardship Series....
October 9, 2022:
Delighting in God’s Grace – Luke 15:11-32
October 16, 2022:
We are Faithful Stewards - Luke 16:1-13
October 23, 2022: Commitment Sunday
GOD calls Us to be Givers - James 1:16-27

“Each of you should give what you
have decided in your heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.”
2 Corinthians 9:7
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2nd Wednesday each Month,
September 14, October 12
10:00 AM, Fellowship Hall

YOUNG AT HEART
Our August program about Eads Bridge, which was to be
presented by Rob Malone, had to be postponed. Rob had an
emergency at work (on the roof of the control tower at Scott AFB).
He will be rescheduled in 2023. We still had a lively time enjoying
a rousing discussion about the many uses of peanut butter.
Joanne Holman is presenting our September program and is being
very mysterious about it. Her topic is “Our Cups Runneth Over.”
She won’t say another word about it.
September hostesses are Ellen Schilling, Joanne Holman and
Melanie Svoboda.
Last October, Joanne Holman so bewitched us with her Halloween
program, we request a repeat performance. Joanne agreed and is
going to challenge us with a Halloween quiz.
There will be no tricks, only treats, served by Sandy Bode and
Ellen Schilling.
“Owe no one anything, except love one another; for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law.” Romans 13:8
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4th Thursdays of the Month
September 22 & October 27, Noon
Light Lunch Included!
The September gathering will be a one-hour St. Louis Riverfront
Cruise in early afternoon. A limited number of tickets have been
purchased for regular SS attendees. All participants must have a
ticket and should bring a sack lunch. There MAY be an
opportunity to get additional tickets. Please contact Pastor Kim if
interested (618-537-6622). Ticket deadline: September 15.
October gathering – 12 noon. Laura VonBarr of Promedica will
present an enlightening program comparing the facts, and
dismissing the myths, of home health care, palliative care, and
hospice care. Light exercise, a brief devotion time, and lunch will
precede the program.

LMM FOOD PANTRY SUGGESTIONS
FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY- 3RD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH








Canned stew, Manwich (Sloppy Joe)
Hamburger Helper, canned meats
Pie crust mix, evaporated milk
boxed or cans of juice
Beans (pork n beans, chili, or kidney)
Sugar (small pkg.)
Zip lock bags, Feminine hygiene products

Money is always helpful! Mark your giving “LMM.” (Lebanon
Matthew 25:40 Ministries)
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READY, SET, GO!
By: Mike Bennett
September is here: a reprieve from the heat, the beginning of fall
with colorful foliage coming and church activities picking up. Are
you ready? I hope so, because you are needed and appreciated.
We want to reach out to our community in as many ways as we
can, to as many people as we can sharing the love of Christ with
as many as we can. How? Here are some of the ways that are
planned already: This month the collecting of Angels starts;
preparation for the Bread Booth begins and occurs on October
1st: Charge Conference (Sept. 18) and Thanksgiving Dinner
preparation; live March to the Manger and in-church March to the
Manger preparation; Mitten tree; Christmas Eve service and
Christmas. If that made you tired, sorry, let’s add something:
“mugging.” It’s a two-pronged approach to getting the word out
that God loves us and we are here to share God’s love with
others. First, we will take a beautiful bag with our label on it to
new residents. The bag will contain our new mugs, brochures and
a baked item. Bags will be hung on the new resident’s door. The
other prong is having some bags ready to hand out to guests that
come to our services and/or set up a visit with the families and
take them a bag with goodies. Tired yet? Well if not, there are
plenty of other non-church related things to do, like Witches’ Night
Out, Winter Wonderland and Victorian Holidays. At the same
time, we will till be having our usual activities. There’s a lot to do
in a short amount of time. Please volunteer; don’t wait to be
asked, but rather make it happen by telling us you are available.
Thanks.
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ROUNDUP OF THE OK LEVITES
I don't look forward to summer's end except for the fact that
choir begins! The choir is the Levite that consists in worship. In
Biblical times, the choir resided in the temple. I am letting the
choir off easy and suggesting they live at home, except for
Wednesday night at 7:00 PM and Sundays at 9:00 AM. I know,
I'm "Mr. Softie", but that is just the way I am. As usual, we need
more Sopranos and Tenors but singers of any section are
welcome. It is a great honor to be a Levite and have an active
part as we worship God. Looking forward to seeing you all Sept.
7th at 7:00!!

SCRIPTURE
"...make music to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and
the sound of singing..." Psalm 98:5
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TRUSTEES REPORT
By: Ed Winkless (Chair)

Here are the Trustee recent happenings:
A new HVAC & whole house humidifier has
been installed at the parsonage. We were
blessed with a donation of over $7,000. This wonderful gift
covered the entire heating, cooling, and humidifier replacement.

The handicap ramp, small porch on the west side of the building
and the playground equipment were pressure washed and
repainted. A thank you to Bob Homan and Joe for the equipment
needed and help. We pressure washed the outside of the church
sign while the equipment was available.
Our parking lot & King’s Closet mortgage agreement has been
changed in such a way as to permit additional monthly pay downs
of principal, which in turn will reduce the outstanding number of
loan payments, loan maturity date and interest charges. The
restructuring has the added benefit of legally avoiding any income
tax ramifications caused by making additional monthly principal
pay downs.
There was a plumbing leak at 507 St. Louis (Kings Closet) which
was repaired. We are now working on repairing some drywall
damaged as a result of the leak.
Several plantings at 507 St. Louis have died and will be replaced
with stone.
Ameren was called to replace some equipment at 513 St. Louis to
improve an air conditioning issue.
The church paid for a few months of bills for both rental homes
while they were being prepared for our new tenants. The Trustee
funds are reimbursing the church funds for those expenditures.
There is a new window air conditioner in the NW children’s
education room.
A new refrigerator was purchased for the nursery.
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Trustees continued on page 11…

...Trustees from page 10

Coming
attractions:

As stated in the last Circuit Rider, the Trustees have signed a
contract to convert our outside entrance door (downstairs facing
St. Louis St.) to a handicap accessible door. The old door has
been leaking and damaging the tile floor. UPDATE: The door
installation has been moved back until October by the
manufacturer.
We are researching the financial cost of a suggestion to add an
awning over the new door to help protect it from the weather.
As no new leaks have been detected outside the church office
floor, we will be reapplying the vinyl moldings.
We are experiencing water in the basement at the front of our
building with repair still in progress.
As always, we are blessed to be working with so many great
trustees and other church member volunteers that assist in
maintaining our church property. It is a wonderful group of people.

BREAD BOOTH

BAKERS……Start Your Ovens
The race is on for the Bread Booth at Fall Festival
Downtown on the Brick Street
Saturday, October 1; 9 AM - 4 PM
Once again, we will be selling homemade mini breads with
proceeds donated to a pre-determined mission. Watch for sign-up
sheets outside Fellowship Hall for volunteer bakers, bread
sorters, & booth workers.

Contact Jane Novey w/questions (618) 363-2721
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DIVINE HEALTH
Although it is summer now, fall is coming soon and time to think
about ways of keeping healthy during our colder months. In
summer we spend more time outdoors, so germs and viruses are
usually not a problem when in the open air. However, with cooler
weather we start congregating inside making the viruses and
germs more concentrated resulting in an increased exposure.
Usually we think of colds, flu, pneumonia, more recently COVID
viruses, and of course other viruses. Immunizations for flu and
COVID (what will be available) are recommended for most age
groups annually. As viruses mutate, it is a scientific “prediction”
as to which immunization formulation will be effective each year.
Getting a head start on forming antibodies due to immunizations
may prevent you from becoming seriously ill.
But there are other viruses that put you at risk for which there is
no vaccine available at this time. One that puts older adults at
risk is Respiratory Syncytial Virus or RSV. As with other viruses,
elderly adults with chronic medical conditions or weakened
immune systems are at higher risk. Per the CDC (Centers for
Disease Control) persons with RSV may start with mild cold - like
symptoms of runny nose, cough, sore throat, and headache but
can progress to more serious conditions such as pneumonia,
exacerbation of asthma, increased complications for persons with
COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease) or lung
diseases, and those with heart failure. Though they are in the
process of developing an immunization, none is available
currently.
Children are also prone to certain viruses and as they start
back to school begin to “share” all their viruses with each other
and to family members. Fortunately, most of these viruses are self
-limiting and treated at home with rest, fluids, acetaminophen (no
aspirin for children).
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Divine Health continued on page 13…

...Divine Health continued
So how can you keep yourself healthy this winter? We have all
heard this many times, but I can’t stress how important each of
these are to protect yourself and others:
1. Wash your hands frequently at least for 20 seconds with
soap and water or use hand cleanser.
2. Avoid touching your face. You can spread germs touching
your eyes, mouth, or nose.
3. Avoid close contact with persons who are sick.
4. Stay home if you are sick.
5. Cover your coughs and sneezes.
6. Clean and disinfect surfaces frequently – anything that is
touched.
7. Eat healthy foods choices - more veggies and fruits!

8. Get good sleep.
9. Stay active buy participating in an activity that you enjoy. It
is recommended 30 minutes total per day (may be in divided
times) at least 5 days a week. Yes, chair yoga, senior stretch
exercises, and Tai Chi all count!
As always, if you have any questions or concerns about your
health and symptoms you have, contact your primary care
provider or seek medical care.
Stay well!
Dr Peg
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Offering hope in a hurting world
United Methodists stand with Ukraine.
By Joey Butler, UM News
As soon as the Russian invasion of Ukraine began on Feb. 24,
2022, Ukrainian refugees — mostly women and children — began
arriving in neighboring countries. Some by train, some in cars with
bullet holes.
“We didn’t know where we were going; we just went west,” said
Anna, a refugee from Kyiv staying at a United Methodist retreat
center in the Czech Republic.
United Methodists in Eastern Europe have been welcoming
refugees since the beginning. Many offer shelter and basic daily
necessities, in many cases hosting the refugees in their own
homes. Others arrange to transport food and medical supplies
back into Ukraine for those who cannot leave, and help refugees
acquire legal documents that they may have left behind or lost
while fleeing their homes. As the conflict drags on and more longterm needs arise, churches help children with school and help
their parents find more permanent housing and jobs. When asked,
the response is always that they will help as long as necessary.
In late May, a team from United Methodist News, the United
Methodist Committee on Relief and the United Methodist Board of
Global Ministries visited church refugee ministries in the Czech
Republic, Hungary, Romania and western Ukraine to share
stories of the United Methodist presence in the wake of such
tragedy and ongoing need.
The Rev. Jana Krizova, who helps coordinate refugee ministries
for the annual conference of The United Methodist Church in the
Czech Republic and Slovakia, said this ministry happened
naturally.
“It’s in the Methodist DNA,” she said. “You see need and do
something about it.”
Article from: Global Ministries <engage@umcmission.org>
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János Hadju (right) and Istvan Pasztor pack supplies from the United Methodist
Committee on Relief that were destined for people in Uzhhorod, in western
Ukraine. Hadju is the son of the Rev. Elizabeth Hadju, pastor of Nyíregyháza
(Hungary) United Methodist Church, where the relief supplies were loaded.

More pictures about UMCOR and Ukrainian relief by Mike
Duboise, UM News available on-line at Global Ministries
<engage@umcmission.org>

Lebanon First donations sent so far to
UMCOR- Ukraine relief is $2,755.

The Upper Room
Sept./Oct. Edition

The newest edition is available in the
entryway of the church sanctuary.
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YOUR GIVING HELPS OUR MISSION!
Give electronically
through our website:
lebanonmethodist.org

Safe! Convenient! Stress Free!

JUNE SUMMARY
2022 June Giving:
On-line Giving
General: $ 5,750 Outreach Fund: $ 295
Sunday Offerings: General: $10,013 Outreach Fund: $ 400
June Totals:
General: $15,763 Outreach Fund: $ 695
Average attendance: In Person: 32

Virtual: 67

JULY SUMMARY
2022 July Giving:
On-line Giving
General: $ 5,750 Outreach Fund: $ 295
Sunday Offerings: General: $10,013 Outreach Fund: $ 400
July Totals:
General: $15,763 Outreach Fund: $ 695
Average attendance: In Person: 55
2022 Monthly Budget: General: $ 19,561
Apportionments are paid through August.
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Virtual: 49

BIRTHDAYS: *
September:
15···· Ann Zimmerlee
21···· Shirley Malone
26···· Kim Hagedorn

October:
4 ······ Mark Godwin
4 ······ Carol Brown
7 ······ Shirley Hubbard
9 ······ Edwin Scott
9 ······ Bill Henggeler
10 ···· Marilyn Boyd
13 ···· Mac Hubbard
17 ···· Jane Novey
23 ···· Hillary Blasdel
27 ···· Mary Ann Gangwisch
27 ···· Dale Miller
30 ···· Dan Gangwisch
31 ···· Darlene James
* Printed by permission only.

ANNIVERSARIES: *
October:
2 ····· Sy & Kay Korte
4 ····· Al & Peg Gerdes
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Thank you for a wonderful week of VBS.
My granddaughter wasn’t able to attend as
much as she would have liked but she really enjoyed
everything.
Donna Hilgenbrink
Member of Corpus Christie
To the LUMC & the Community VBS:
Thank you so much for the generous donation toward the
new library. Though it wasn’t possible this year, we will
continue to raise funds and write grants to go forward on
this big project.
Thanks again,
Julie Ford
(LPL Board of Trustees)

Nov./Dec. 2022
Circuit Rider Deadline
Articles Due: Wed., Oct. 12
To: Church office:
office@lebanonmethodist.org
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Holy Folders
Thursday, Oct. 20,
10 AM

Thank You to Our Church Family
The church’s generosity towards Ezra and family just warmed my
heart. I was so grateful for such a show of love! Laura and
Brandon were so surprised and thankful for all your wonderful
gifts. The gifts were all things they can use and they loved them.
Would you believe the very next day Ezra moved up to size 1
diapers and before the shower, had only one small box! I’m
grateful, not only for material gifts, but for all the love and prayers
for the last 6 months! I truly believe those prayers have greatly
helped our little miracle baby! He has grown to 10 lbs 3 ozs and
22 inches long. He now needs prayers that he can be off his
oxygen soon and they can find a formula that agrees with him and
that it can be found. His last formula came from Switzerland!
Thank you all so much for your love, your prayers and gifts! I
thank God so often for bringing me to this church and to our
wonderful church family!
Karen Homan

The Circuit Rider is a monthly publication
of Lebanon First UMC, Lebanon, IL
Reverend Kim Hagedorn
Content: The People of the Lebanon First United Methodist Church
Production & Information Manager: Allyn Wiechert
Assembly:
Holy Folders
Proofs and Consultation:
Kay Korte

For more information, call 618-537-6622
office@lebanonmethodist.org
www.lebanonmethodist.org
www.facebook.com/LebanonFirstUMC
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Sunday Worship, 9:30 AM
(live-streamed on FaceBook or YouTube)

Fellowship, 10:30 AM
Sunday School, 11 AM

First United Methodist Church
603 West St. Louis St.
Lebanon, IL 62254
(618) 537-6622
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Label

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit #19
Lebanon, IL 62254

